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June 24, 2015 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
 Participating in a telethon on KNLC TV24 is a participation in history.  It brings with it 
memories of Slim playing the piano and Zella Mae singing her songs.  Penny would join me as 
we worked hour after hour raising money to help the poor and homeless while we shared the 
freedom and new life that Jesus provides. 
 
     During the past eight years Penny, Slim and Zella Mae have all left us for that brand new 
home in heaven that Slim and Zella Mae would sing about.  Now with the July 4th and 5th 
telethon about to take place, I must come to you and ask that you would join Debra and I in 
carrying on the work of Christ at this critical hour. 
 
 If you can sing on this telethon like Slim and Zella Mae than please call (314)881-3218.  
If you are like me and can only make a joyful noise than please partner with NLEC at this time 
by praying and making an advance matching gift for the Celebrate Freedom telethon. 
 
 Slim and Zella Mae and Penny may have gone to be with Jesus but you and I are still 
here and we have a major job to do.  $110,000 must be raised to continue the redemptive work 
of Jesus Christ at 1411 Locust.  Daily the homeless who are staying at NLEC are discovering 
that God loves them and has a purpose for their life.  Now funds are urgently needed for 
plumbing, electrical and other major repairs at 1411 Locust in addition to legal expenses to 
preserve the right to provide shelter there. 
 
 At this last major walk-in sanctuary many of the homeless and hurting are not only 
receiving a place to stay but the new life that only Christ can provide.  Raising $110,000, which 
is above and beyond NLEC daily expenses is only possible as we by faith turn to the miracle 
worker, Jesus the Homeless One (Matt. 8:20). 
 
 God alone knows how many angels along with His homeless children have stayed in the 
shelter at 1411 Locust during the last 41 years.  In spite of efforts by the St. Louis Mayor’s 
Office and downtown business interests we must work to keep this last major sanctuary shelter 
open.  The 1411 Locust building is the only remaining place that in the middle of the night you 
can walk in to for help if you are homeless and in need of shelter.  So many like Janette, Steve, 
Karen, Russell, Glenna, William, Marsa, and a multitude of others have come in desperation to 
1411 Locust and have found more than shelter.  They have discovered the freedom from sin that 
only resurrected Christ can provide. 
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 I can no longer invite Slim or Zella Mae to join Debra and I in the Celebrate Freedom 
Telethon but we can invite you to pray for this telethon and share your pre-telethon matching 
gift.  It was Jesus who invited all of us to “store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in nor steal” (Matt. 6:20).   
 
 Please say yes to this invitation and share a special gift of $100 or more.  When you share 
this pre-telethon gift we can use your gift to challenge others to match it during the telethon.  If 
you feel the Holy Spirit leading you to share a gift of $200 or more please request the beautiful 
statuette of Jesus the Homeless One.  Thank you again for all you have done in the past to 
respond to the cries of the homeless children, the veterans and others who have only the 1411 
Locust sanctuary to turn to in their time of need. 
 
 As I look daily at the Jesus, the Homeless One, statuette setting on my desk I am 
reminded of the call to pray for the homeless children and others who find themselves homeless 
on the streets of our cities.  I beg you at this moment in history to “arise, cry out in the night.  At 
the beginning of the watches.  Pour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord.  Lift 
your hands toward Him for the life of your young children, who faint from hunger and 
homelessness on every street” (Lamentations 2:19). 
 
 Those who have only New Life Evangelistic Center to turn to tonight, in the midst of 
their homelessness and hunger, are depending on your prayers and challenge gifts for the 
Celebrate Freedom Telethon.  Thank you for praying, caring and sharing your special gift at this 
time of great need. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

  
 

Larry Rice  
 
 
                                                                                        
P.S.  I have enclosed a sample of Slim and Zella Mae’s book entitled “Traveling the Highway 
Home”.  I would love to send you a free copy of this book.  Chapter 9 tells of our times together 
on the telethons.  If you would like the full book, please return the enclosed form. Thank you 
again for your faithful prayers and support in the past.  It has directly helped so many poor and 
homeless people throughout Mid America.  May God bless you and your family in a very 
special way. 
  
  


