
~ over ~ 

New Life Evangelistic Center 
Rev. Larry Rice, President 

  

 

November 6, 2014 
 

 

Dear Faithful Friend,  

 

 This Thanksgiving I am asking for your most urgent prayers.  

It’s the time of year when hundreds of hurting, hopeless people 

pour into our facility. 

 

 This has been such a tough year.  In spite of ongoing battles 

with the city, parking lot owners, and a severe drop in donations, 

we have been able to keep food on the table and hope in the hearts 

of the people who are trusting their lives to our care. 

 

 But we need ‘round the clock’ prayer. 

 

 Judge John Ross in his ruling on October 27th pointed out that New Life was applying for 

the proper operational permits for the 1411 Locust Building.  NLEC has had in-depth 

architectural plans done that reveal that New Life can safely house 394 individuals at 1411 

Locust.  In its permit application to the City New Life requests to shelter 250 individuals March 

15th to November 15th and 325 individuals from November 15 to March 15. 

 

 As a result of these permit applications Judge Ross has without prejudice dismissed 

NLEC’s present law suit.  This means we do not have to go to trial November 9th.  This leaves 

the door open for NLEC to refile its suit in the event the City of St. Louis refuses to issue 

NLEC the necessary operating permits.  Please continue to pray these permits will be granted. 

 

 I thank God that our shelter doors at 1411 Locust are still open.  New Life is home to so 

many people who have no one to care for them or about them. 

 

 Many of the people who come to NLEC are alone with no relatives who will, or who can, 

help them. Many of them remember happy Thanksgivings at home with their families.  

But all that has been lost. They feel as if they are at the end.   

 

 Having no one to turn to, not a single person to count on for help, is the saddest 

situation that a person can be in. 

 

 Most of us have never experienced having to look our children in the eye and  

tell them we have nothing for them to eat.  Or that we won’t be going back home….ever.   

It is one of the most desperate and hopeless feelings there can be.   

 

When I was homeless, 

did you shelter me? 
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 If you combine fear, hunger that hurts deep in the stomach, sickness, and being dirty, 

cold and tired on the streets, then you can understand how desperately the hurting and homeless  

need New Life.  I am grateful for your gifts and prayers.  Because of you, New Life can be here 

for them. 

 

 It is wonderful to be part of serving so many people in need. The most wonderful part is 

that many people this Thanksgiving will hear that Jesus died for them.         

 

 They will learn that no matter how frightening this world is, there is hope for their 

life.  For the families who have a place to live but no money, we will give them a Thanksgiving 

food bag with a turkey and all the trimmings so they can celebrate Thanksgiving with their 

families at home.  

 

On November 26th at 11am we will serve a wonderful Thanksgiving meal to the homeless, 

hurting, and for every family who needs to come.  

 

 

 

 

The fact is, people aren’t just hungry on Thanksgiving day.  Services provided during the 

Thanksgiving holiday period always include much more than just a meal.  Funds must be 

raised to provide shelter, bus passes, energy assistance and other direct services the week 

before and after the holiday.  Even though Thanksgiving is a very special day, hurting 

people need New Life’s services every day of the year.   

  

But as always, I must have your help.   

  

You have been such a faithful friend to me and to New Life. I appreciate all that you have done. 

 

So, this Thanksgiving I am asking you once again to stand with me in this fight to feed the 

hungry, shelter the homeless, and save souls for the kingdom. 

 

We must not forget those who have lost everything and are experiencing the worst time of 

their lives.   

 

When I was hungry, did you feed me? 
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That’s why New Life is here.  To serve the poor and lead the lost to Christ.   

 

Please help me do this!! 
  

Please pray and ask God what amount you can send this 

Thanksgiving. Every dollar is a gift of hope to a hurting 

man, woman or child facing incredible odds.  

 

Your special gift of $75, $50, $100, $200, $500 dollars 

or more will provide the life sustaining assistance needed 

by many to survive. It will also insure that all who need 

a Thanksgiving dinner will have one. 

 

As soon as we receive the funds we will be able to determine the amount of assistance we can 

give this year.  Please send your gift today! 

  

I pray that you and your family are truly thankful for all God has blessed you with this 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Yours in Christ Service, 

 

 

 

Larry Rice 

 

 

P.S. This Thanksgiving hundreds of hurting, hungry and homeless will come to New Life 

seeking help.  Many feel as if they are at the end.  You can help make this Thanksgiving 

special for many hurting people.  Please send your gift of hope as soon as possible.  Thank 

you!      

 
 
   
 
  
 


