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The Charge to Ministry 
Don’t Forget Who Ministers Are 
1 Cor. 3:5 (NRSV) “What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to 

believe, as the Lord assigned to each.”  Ministering Servants 

Vs. 7 “So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives 

the growth.”  

God, who makes us grow, is everything, 

No Other Foundation 
1 Cor. 3:11, 14 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that 

foundation is Jesus Christ.” 

“If what has been built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward.” 

Our Work will be tested and revealed by fire 

No Boasting About Us 
1 Cor. 3:21-23 “So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, whether Paul or 

Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all belong to you,  

and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.” 

Because all things: people, cosmos, life, death, the now, the present, the future belong to us. We 

belong to Christ, who belongs to God. (God is In Control) 

The Call to Vocational Ministry  
(These insights are from the book “Preventing Ministry Failure: A ShepherdCare Guide for Pastors, 

Ministers and Other Caregivers” by Michael Todd Wilson and Brad Hoffmann, IVP, 2007, pages 

69-71.) 

The Call to Vocational Ministry isn’t possible without some other basic callings, which include:  

The Call to Faith: A relationship with Christ through the Spirit of God. Not based on human insight 

but God’s power. (1 Cor. 1:26) 

The Call to Minister: All Christians are called to Minister to others. (2 Cor. 5:20) We are given 

spiritual gifts to build up Christ’s body. (Heb. 2:3-4) All believers are called to rootedness in a local 

body of believers and are given gifts for our belonging. (1 Cor. 12:18) 
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The Call Into Ministry: certain individuals serve in specific vocations of service. (See Paul’s self-

description in Rom. 1:1) God does the calling, equipping, and the providing financially. 

Describe the time when you first become aware of your callings. 

Call to Faith: 

 

Call to Minister: 

 

Call into the Ministry: 

 

If you aren’t certain about your callings, discuss these three calls with a close friend or mentor. 

What is the Call to Ministry? 
The Call is initiated by God, sustained by God, validated by the Scriptures. Frederich Buechner 

wrote: “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep 

hunger meet.” 

Questions: How did you sense God initiating your call? 

 

How has God sustained your sense of calling? 

 

 

Where in Scripture have you sensed the validation? 


